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Subject: The concept of Karma

prompt:

make a presentation of the concept of Karma.

LLM:

Since I am an AI, I cannot physically hand you a PowerPoint file, but I can provide you with a complete
slide-by-slide outline,

prompt:

I did not ask for a PowerPoint presentation. "presentation” at its core means an expose, a tutorial, an
explanation!

LLM:

My apologies. You are correct—in the context of discourse/rhetoric, to present is to lay out information
clearly through exposition rather than slide decks.

Here is a comprehensive presentation (exposition) on the concept of Karma, structured as an intellectual
journey from its etymology into its philosophical applications and common misconceptions.

The Architecture of Causality: An Exposition on Karma

I. Etymological Foundation
To understand Karma, we must first look at it through the lens of Sanskrit linguistics rather than modern
pop-culture slang.

The word Karma (&H) translates literally to "action" or "deed." It is derived from the root rit, which implies
a sense of much more: not just an act performed by hand/mind, but also "the result" and even "fate itself."
In its most primal form, Karma refers to any movement—physical, verbal, or mental.

I1. The Core Mechanism (The Law)

Karma is often misunderstood as "punishment," which implies a judgmental deity acting on our behalf.
However, in classical philosophy (Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism), Karma functions more like Universal
Causality.

It can be understood through three distinct layers:

1. The Act (Kriya): The intention behind the action is as significant as the physical act itself.

2. The Seed (Bija/Samskara): Every thought or deed leaves a "trace" (samskaras) on your consciousness,
like an imprint in sand that remains until it reaches fruition.

3. The Fruit (Phala): The consequence of the action is not always immediate; its manifestation depends



upon certain conditions being met within time and space.

II1. Categorization: Types of Karma
In Vedic traditions, karma isn't viewed as a single monolith but rather categorized by how it manifests in
one’s life journey (Samsara):

1. Sanchita (The Accumulated Store)
This is the total sum of all actions performed across lifetimes that have not yet been manifested into
current reality. It represents your "cosmic ledger."

2. Prarabdha (The Destiny/Fated Karma)

Of everything in Sanchita, this portion has begun to manifest as our present circumstances—our body,
parents, environment, and the specific challenges we face today. This is often what people call "fate" or
things that are unchangeable once they have started playing out.

3. Agami (The Present/Future Karma)

This represents all current actions being performed in this moment through free will (Purushartha). It
allows for the possibility of change; while we cannot undo what has happened, our present choices
determine how much "new" karma is added to the storehouse or redirected toward liberation.

IV. The Ethical Dimension: Intent vs. Result
A critical distinction in this concept lies between Intent and Outcome.

If a person performs an action with malice (even if no harm occurs), they have created negative
samskaras.

The "weight" of the karma is determined by its psychological impact on your character. If you act out of
greed, fearful attachment, or ego—you are reinforcing those patterns in yourself.

V. Misconceptions and Fallacies (What Karma Is Not)

It is NOT Retribution: It does not require a "God" to be angry at someone for being bad; it simply means
that every action has an equal reaction within the field of existence, much like Newton’s Third Law in
physics.

It is NOT Fatalism (Determinism): If everything were pre-written (Prarabdha), there would be no point
to ethics or effort. The concept exists specifically because Free Will/Agency remains active through Agami.
You are the architect of your future, even if you must live in a house built by yesterday's decisions.

It is NOT "Bad Luck": To say someone has bad luck ignores agency; to understand Karma suggests that
every circumstance provides an opportunity for growth or resolution via specific actions/reactions.

VI. Conclusion: The Purpose of the Concept

The ultimate goal within most Eastern traditions regarding karma isn't just being a "good person,” but
Moksha (Liberation). This is achieved when one reaches Nishkama Karma—acting without attachment to
results, performing duty for its own sake. When action no longer creates new attachments or seeds of
desire/aversion, the cycle stops entirely.

Summary Table: The Logic Flow

| Concept | Analogy (The Farmer) | Philosophical Meaning |

Il IR el |

| Karma | Planting a seed in soil. | An intentional act or thought. |

| Samskara | the imprint left on the earth/seed memory. | The psychological habit formed by an action. |
| Phala (Fruit) | Harvesting what was planted long ago. | Receiving results based on past conditions. |
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